“Will we Know Each other in Heaven?” 
(Pastor Terry L. Reese; Valley GBC, Armagh, PA; 3/6/21) 


I. Can we point to verse that directly affirms this? 
The issue is not directly addressed in the Scriptures, in the sense that there is not any 
one verse that flatly, plainly, and simply out-and-out affirms it. 

o This reality explains why the question is often posed and deliberated upon by 
believers. 

o The Bible makes a general practice of offering slim detail regarding the 
particulars of our future existence in the New Heavens and the New Earth. 

o The Bible’s central focus in this area is upon the Glorious Throne of God and the 
consummation of the Eternal Plan of God, rather than upon the nitty-gritty details 
of our future living arrangements and social activities. 

o The focus of this Scriptures is thus overwhelmingly Theocentric (i.e., God- 
centered) as opposed to Anthropocentric, or Man-centered (like many of the 
best-selling Christian books of our era). 

o Nonetheless, the basic concern is a natural and legitimate one: “What sort of 
Salvation experience can we expect in the Age to Come?” 


ll. Can such a case be made? 
The Case in favor of our knowing our friends & loved ones in heaven is based upon 
indirect and inferential Biblical data & evidences—but nonetheless, it can be stated that 
such a case can be made that is compelling, substantial, and totally Scriptural in nature. 
o Our clear & unhesitant declaration, therefore, is thus: “WE MOST CERTAINLY 
WILL KNOW AND RECOGNIZE ONE ANOTHER IN HEAVEN!” 


lll. Some PRELIMINARY Observations. 
A. God’s Heaven will be joyfu/—and will not disappoint us or cause us pain! Heaven 
isn’t Hell, and nothing in it will cause us distress! 


Rey. 21:4: “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” 


B. In our glorified and perfected heavenly state, we will know MORE—not 
LESS—than what we do now! 


1 Cor. 13:12: “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in 
part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.” 


Paul here teaches that presently, our knowledge is very limited, but that in Heaven, 
limitations will be removed; we shall see with much greater clarity. The idea that our 
capacities for knowledge and cognition will diminish in the Next World is neither 
tenable nor credible. 


o Billy Graham once pointed to this verse first in answering a lady’s question on 
this matter. The reasonable inference here is that not only will we know each 
other, but that we know each other more fully than ever before! 


C. Heaven is SOCIAL in nature—a place experiencing the blessing of Fellowship! 
i. Heaven is often depicted as a great feast or banquet (e.g., Matt. 8:11, 25:10). 
Rey. 19:9: “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 
Matt. 22:2: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 
feast for his son.” 


ii. Heaven is depicted as a huge city (the New Jerusalem)—not a lonely desert! 
Rey. 21:16: “The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he 
measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal.” 


iii. The Holy Ordinance of the Love Feast pictures our future heavenly communion 
(or fellowship) with one another. 


iv. Question: “How can we be social, enjoying communion and fellowship with other 
people, and grow in our personal relationships with them—and yet, not even 
personally know and recognize them? 


IV. Some specific case studies from the Bible that relate to this matter. 


1. King David and his son, who died in infancy. 
2 Sam. 12:23: "But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to 
him, but he will not return to me." 


o This passage is of greatest comfort to parents who lose a child in infancy. 

o David is comforted in the knowledge and anticipation that one day he will be 
reunited with his child. 

o This certainly implies that he will KNOW his son on that day when they are 
reunited—no matter what form his son ultimately takes in Heaven! 


2. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Matt. 8:11: “I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven...” 


Jesus says that the ancient believers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are eternally 
preserved as recognizable and knowable identities. 


3. Lazarus, the Rich Man, and Abraham (Luke 16:19-31). 
Luke 16:22-24: The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man 
also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far 
off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 


This account of life on the other side of the Great Divide (told by Jesus) features three 
individuals: Abraham and Lazarus (in Paradise), and the Rich Man (in torment in 
Hades). Note the following: 


o ALL THREE of them are recognizable after death, in their appointed realms! 

o All of them know, and recognize each other! 

o Even the lost Rich Man in Hades possessed the power of cognitive recognition. 
If damned souls in Hell have such ability, how much more will God’s Redeemed 
People in Heaven! 


4. Samuel, Saul, and the Witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:8-17). 
o This is a strange story involving Israel’s doomed King Saul and the spirit of the 
departed Prophet Samuel. 
o The salient point: the dead Samuel remains a recognizable entity unto Saul. 


5. Moses & Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 17:1-13). 
Matt. 17:1-4: Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led them 
up on a high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like 
the sun, and His garments became as white as light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 
talking with Him. Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make 
three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 


o Old Testament saints will not experience bodily resurrection until after the Great 
Tribulation period (Dan. 12:1-2)—but in whatever intermediate form they 
appeared, both Moses (dead for a millennium-and-a-half) and Elijah (dead for 
nine centuries) were somehow identifiably recognizable to Jesus’ disciples! 

o The point is, they were recognizable unto others, and were able to converse—an 
act of genuine fellowship that points to our own future experience in Glory. 

o Interestingly, there is no indication of any formal introductions of these Old 
Testament figures being made unto our Lord’s disciples. 

o Question: Does the above possibly point to the idea that glorified believers in 
Heaven shall enjoy the immediate ability to recognize everyone else in Heaven? 


6. Jesus Promise unto His disciples at the Last Supper. 
Matt. 26:29: "But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when 
I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom." 


It is Promised by Jesus that one day, the Resurrected Christ will eat and drink with His 
beloved disciples in the Eternal Kingdom. The inference is that all of them will be 
clearly known in the Fellowship in Heaven—even as they are now known on Earth! 


7. The Pattern of the Resurrected Christ. 
1 Cor. 15:20: “But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.” 
I John 3:2: “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. 
We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.” 
1 Cor. 15:49: “Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the 
heavenly.” 


We shall be raised in a glorious and incorruptible form in the pattern of our Lord’s own 
resurrection. Though we shall be “changed” (1 Cor. 15:52), we have every reason to 
believe that we will be recognized by others in our glorified form—even as Jesus was 
known and recognized in His post-resurrection form (cf., Luke 24:31, 36-53; John 
20:16,19-20, 28; 21:7, 12; 1 Cor. 15:4-8)! 


John 20:16: Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which 
means, Teacher). 

John 21:12: Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples ventured to 
question Him, "Who are You?" knowing that it was the Lord. 

1 Cor. 15:6: “After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of 
whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep...” 


8. Paul’s word of comfort unto the Thessalonian believers. 
1 Thess. 4:13-18: “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, 
so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you 
by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these 
words. 


o Context: the Thessalonian believers were concerned about the fate and 
resurrection of their departed loved ones in the Lord. 

o Paul’s word of comfort: there will be a great meeting with them in the air! 

o This prospect of a happy reunion is our word of comfort unto every believing 
family in every funeral message! Without such a prospect, what can we say to 
the grieving? 


9. Paul’s great expression of hope in seeing his converts in Heaven! 
1 Thess. 2:19-20: “After all, who is our hope, joy, or reason for rejoicing in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus at his coming? It is you, isn't it? Yes, you are our glory and joy!” 


Paul’s crown, and the vindication of his ministry, will be in seeing the dear fruit of his 
labor—the Thessalonian believers—with him in Heaven! 


10. “When the Roll is called up yonder...” 
The names of the Redeemed are “enrolled” in Heaven (Heb. 12:23; Ps. 69:28; Dan. 
12:1; Luke 10:20; Phi. 4:3; Rev. 3:5). We thus have an eternally recognized personal 
identity in Heaven! 


V. Conclusion. 

o We believe the above reasons and reasonable inferences should more than 
suffice in proving the point: WE WILL KNOW ONE ANOTHER IN THE AGE TO 
COME; THE GREAT COMMUNION OF HEAVEN! 

o What asad message we would bring to the world if this were not true. Our 
message is GOSPEL (i.e., “GOOD NEWS”)! 


